Convention on the Rights of Personswith Disabilities

Preamble
The States Parties to the present Convention

(a) Recallingthe principles proclaimed in the Charter of thdtébh Nations which recognize
the inherent dignity and worth and the equal aadiénable rights of all members of the human family
as the foundation of freedom, justice and peatianwvorld,

(b) Recognizinghat the United Nations, in the Universal Declarabf Human Rights and in
the International Covenants on Human Rights, hasl@gimed and agreed that everyone is entitled to
all the rights and freedoms set forth therein, authdistinction of any kind,

(c) Reaffirmingthe universality, indivisibility, interdependenead interrelatedness of all
human rights and fundamental freedoms and the fogegersons with disabilities to be guaranteed
their full enjoyment without discrimination,

(d) Recalling the International Covenant on Economic, Social &hdtural Rights, the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Righthe International Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the Convemrti on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women, the Convention adaiferture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the Conventiothe Rights of the Child, and the International
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of Aligkéint Workers and Members of Their Families,

(e) Recognizingthat disability is an evolving concept and thasadhility results from the
interaction between persons with impairments atithdinal and environmental barriers that hinders
their full and effective participation in society an equal basis with others,

(f) Recognizinghe importance of the principles and policy guited contained in the World
Programme of Action concerning Disabled Personsimarbe Standard Rules on the Equalization of
Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities in uehcing the promotion, formulation and evaluation
of the policies, plans, programmes and actionhatrational, regional and international levels to
further equalize opportunities for persons withaditties,

(g9) Emphasizingthe importance of mainstreaming disability issassan integral part of
relevant strategies of sustainable development,

(h) Recognizing alsdhat discrimination against any person on theshas$idisability is a
violation of the inherent dignity and worth of theman person,

(i) Recognizing furthethe diversity of persons with disabilities,

() Recognizingthe need to promote and protect the human rightsllopersons with
disabilities, including those who require more in#i®e support,

(k) Concernedthat, despite these various instruments and uwekiegs, persons with
disabilities continue to face barriers in theirtfpation as equal members of society and viotetio
of their human rights in all parts of the world,

() Recognizinghe importance of international cooperation fopiioving the living conditions
of persons with disabilities in every country, partarly in developing countries,

(m) Recognizingthe valued existing and potential contributionsdméby persons with
disabilities to the overall well-being and diveysiif their communities, and that the promotion huf t
full enjoyment by persons with disabilities of theuman rights and fundamental freedoms and of full
participation by persons with disabilities will tdsin their enhanced sense of belonging and in
significant advances in the human, social and emindevelopment of society and the eradication of
poverty,

(n) Recognizinghe importance for persons with disabilities dfithindividual autonomy and
independence, including the freedom to make their choices,

(o) Consideringthat persons with disabilities should have thecojymity to be actively
involved in decision-making processes about pdicéd programmes, including those directly
concerning them,

(p) Concernedabout the difficult conditions faced by personghvdisabilities who are subject
to multiple or aggravated forms of discriminatiam the basis of race, colour, sex, language, religio



political or other opinion, national, ethnic, indigpus or social origin, property, birth, age oreoth
status,

(q) Recognizinghat women and girls with disabilities are oftémg@eater risk, both within and
outside the home of violence, injury or abuse, egglor negligent treatment, maltreatment or
exploitation,

(r) Recognizinghat children with disabilities should have fulli@yment of all human rights
and fundamental freedoms on an equal basis witer @thildren, and recalling obligations to that end
undertaken by States Parties to the Conventioh@Rights of the Child,

(s) Emphasizinghe need to incorporate a gender perspectivd effarts to promote the full
enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoynsersons with disabilities,

(t) Highlighting the fact that the majority of persons with disiéib# live in conditions of
poverty, and in this regard recognizing the critivaed to address the negative impact of poverty on
persons with disabilities,

(u) Bearing in minadhat conditions of peace and security based dmefsibect for the purposes
and principles contained in the Charter of the &thiNations and observance of applicable human
rights instruments are indispensable for the fufitgction of persons with disabilities, in partiaul
during armed conflicts and foreign occupation,

(v) Recognizinghe importance of accessibility to the physicakial, economic and cultural
environment, to health and education and to inféionaand communication, in enabling persons with
disabilities to fully enjoy all human rights anchfilamental freedoms,

(w) Realizingthat the individual, having duties to other indivals and to the community to
which he or she belongs, is under a responsiliitgtrive for the promotion and observance of the
rights recognized in the International Bill of HumRights,

(x) Convincedthat the family is the natural and fundamentalugrainit of society and is
entitled to protection by society and the State] #rat persons with disabilities and their family
members should receive the necessary protectionaasidtance to enable families to contribute
towards the full and equal enjoyment of the rigiftpersons with disabilities,

(y) Convincedthat a comprehensive and integral internationavention to promote and
protect the rights and dignity of persons with Hiktes will make a significant contribution to
redressing the profound social disadvantage obperwith disabilities and promote their participati
in the civil, political, economic, social and culil spheres with equal opportunities, in both
developing and developed countries,

Have agreed as follows

Articlel

Purpose

The purpose of the present Convention is to pronprtetect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment
of all human rights and fundamental freedoms byaitsons with disabilities, and to promote respect
for their inherent dignity.

Persons with disabilities include those who hawvegiterm physical, mental, intellectual or sensory
impairments which in interaction with various bars may hinder their full and effective participati

in society on an equal basis with others.

Article2

Definitions

For the purposes of the present Convention:

“Communication” includes languages, display of text, Braille, itactcommunication, large print,
accessible multimedia as well as written, audiajrplanguage, human-reader and augmentative and
alternative modes, means and formats of communitatincluding accessible information and
communication technology;

“Language” includes spoken and signed languages and othas fof non spoken languages;
“Discrimination on the basis of disabilityheans any distinction, exclusion or restrictionttoa basis
of disability which has the purpose or effect opairing or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or
exercise, on an equal basis with others, of alldlunights and fundamental freedoms in the political



economic, social, cultural, civil or any other éellt includes all forms of discrimination, inclundy
denial of reasonable accommodation;

“Reasonable accommodationtheans necessary and appropriate modification apgstenents not
imposing a disproportionate or undue burden, wheeded in a particular case, to ensure to persons
with disabilities the enjoyment or exercise on @ua basis with others of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms;

“Universal design” means the design of products, environments, pnomes and services to be
usable by all people, to the greatest extent plessitithout the need for adaptation or specialized
design. “Universal design” shall not exclude assstevices for particular groups of persons with
disabilities where this is needed.

Article3
General principles
The principles of the present Convention shall be:

(&) Respect for inherent dignity, individual autary including the freedom to make one’s
own choices, and independence of persons;

(b) Non-discrimination;

(c) Full and effective participation and inclusiornsociety;

(d) Respect for difference and acceptance of persweith disabilities as part of human
diversity and humanity;

(e) Equality of opportunity;

(f) Accessibility;

(g9) Equality between men and women,;

(h) Respect for the evolving capacities of chitdvéth disabilities and respect for the right of
children with disabilities to preserve their id¢ies.

Article 4

General obligations

1. States Parties undertake to ensure and prorhetefutl realization of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all persons with disabgitwithout discrimination of any kind on the basis
of disability. To this end, States Parties undextak

(@) To adopt all appropriate legislative, admrtiaisve and other measures for the
implementation of the rights recognized in the pne<onvention;

(b) To take all appropriate measures, includimgslation, to modify or abolish existing laws,
regulations, customs and practices that constilistzimination against persons with disabilities;

(c) To take into account the protection and praomobf the human rights of persons with
disabilities in all policies and programmes;

(d) To refrain from engaging in any act or preetithat is inconsistent with the present
Convention and to ensure that public authoritied @stitutions act in conformity with the present
Convention;

(e) To take all appropriate measures to elimiiigerimination on the basis of disability by
any person, organization or private enterprise;

() To undertake or promote research and developnaé universally designed goods,
services, equipment and facilities, as definedriicla 2 of the present Convention, which should
require the minimum possible adaptation and thst least to meet the specific needs of a person with
disabilities, to promote their availability and us@d to promote universal design in the develogmen
of standards and guidelines;

(g9) To undertake or promote research and developofeand to promote the availability and
use of new technologies, including information aswmmunications technologies, mobility aids,
devices and assistive technologies, suitable fiagpes with disabilities, giving priority to techiglies
at an affordable cost;

(h) To provide accessible information to persoith @isabilities about mobility aids, devices
and assistive technologies, including new techrielkygas well as other forms of assistance, support
services and facilities;



(i) To promote the training of professionals ataffavorking with persons with disabilities in
the rights recognized in this Convention so asetibel provide the assistance and services guathntee
by those rights.

2. With regard to economic, social and culturahtég each State Party undertakes to take measures t
the maximum of its available resources and, whe&edad, within the framework of international
cooperation, with a view to achieving progressivéie full realization of these rights, without
prejudice to those obligations contained in thes@mné Convention that are immediately applicable
according to international law.

3. In the development and implementation of letjizta and policies to implement the present
Convention, and in other decision-making processascerning issues relating to persons with
disabilities, States Parties shall closely constlh and actively involve persons with disabilities
including children with disabilities, through theapresentative organizations.

4. Nothing in the present Convention shall affety @rovisions which are more conducive to the
realization of the rights of persons with disal@ktand which may be contained in the law of aeStat
Party or international law in force for that Stafbere shall be no restriction upon or derogatiomf
any of the human rights and fundamental freedorosgrized or existing in any State Party to the
present Convention pursuant to law, conventiorglegion or custom on the pretext that the present
Convention does not recognize such rights or freesdor that it recognizes them to a lesser extent.

5. The provisions of the present Convention sheiéred to all parts of federal states without any
limitations or exceptions.

Article 5

Equality and non-discrimination

1. States Parties recognize that all persons aral égfore and under the law and are entitled witho
any discrimination to the equal protection and égeaefit of the law.

2. States Parties shall prohibit all discriminatimm the basis of disability and guarantee to person
with disabilities equal and effective legal protentagainst discrimination on all grounds.

3. In order to promote equality and eliminate dis@mation, States Parties shall take all approeriat
steps to ensure that reasonable accommodatioovilpd.

4. Specific measures which are necessary to aateler achieve de facto equality of persons with
disabilities shall not be considered discriminatimer the terms of the present Convention.

Article 6

Women with disabilities

1. States Parties recognize that women the purpiogaaranteeing them the exercise and enjoyment
of the human rights and fundamental freedoms dahdbe present Convention.

Article 7
Children with disabilities

1. States Parties shall take all necessary measnireasure the full enjoyment by children with
disabilities of all human rights and fundamentakfloms on an equal basis with other children.

2. In all actions concerning children with disati®, the best interests of the child shall beisngny
consideration.

3. States Parties shall ensure that children w#hhilities have the right to express their vieveely

on all matters affecting them, their views beingegi due weight in accordance with their age and
maturity, on an equal basis with other childrerd smbe provided with disability and age-approgriat
assistance to realize that right.



Article 8
Awar eness-raising
1. States Parties undertake to adopt immediategtefé and appropriate measures:

(a) To raise awareness throughout society, inotudit the family level, regarding persons
with disabilities, and to foster respect for thghts and dignity of persons with disabilities;

(b) To combat stereotypes, prejudices and harrphaictices relating to persons with
disabilities, including those based on sex and iaga| areas of life;

(c) To promote awareness of the capabilities amdributions of persons with disabilities.

2. Measures to this end include:
(a) Initiating and maintaining effective public angness campaigns designed:
(i) To nurture receptiveness to the rights ospas with disabilities;
(i) To promote positive perceptions and greatamial awareness towards persons
with disabilities;
(iif) To promote recognition of the skills, meyiand abilities of persons with
disabilities, and of their contributiomsthe workplace and the labour market;
(b) Fostering at all levels of the education systacluding in all children from an early age,
an attitude of respect for the rights of persorth @disabilities;
(c) Encouraging all organs of the media to portpgysons with disabilities in a manner
consistent with the purpose of the present Coneanti
(d) Promoting awareness-training programmes réggrgersons with disabilities and the
rights of persons with disabilities.

Article 9
Accessibility
1. To enable persons with disabilities to live ipeledently and participate fully in all aspectsifd,|
States Parties shall take appropriate measuresstoeto persons with disabilities access, on aaleq
basis with others, to the physical environmentyraosportation, to information and communications,
including information and communications technoésgiand systems, and to other facilities and
services open or provided to the public, both imanrand in rural areas. These measures, which shall
include the identification and elimination of oldts and barriers to accessibility, shall applyiriter
alia:

(a) Buildings, roads, transportation and otheoordand outdoor facilities, including schools,
housing, medical facilities and workplaces;

(b) Information, communications and other servicagluding electronic services and
emergency services.

2. States Parties shall also take appropriate mesgot

(@) Develop, promulgate and monitor the implem&oa of minimum standards and
guidelines for the accessibility of faciliies anskrvices open or provided to the public;

(b) Ensure that private entities that offer fdig and services which are open or provided to
the public take into account all aspects of acbdigi for persons with disabilities;

(c) Provide training for stakeholders on acceblgjhissues facing persons with disabilities;

(d) Provide in buildings and other facilities opgerthe public signage in Braille and in easy to
read and understand forms;

(e) Provide forms of live assistance and inter@uees$, including guides, readers and
professional sign language interpreters, to fatditaccessibility to buildings and other facilitigzen
to the public;

() Promote other appropriate forms of assistaaue support to persons with disabilities to
ensure their access to information;

(g) Promote access for persons with disabilitesnéw information and communications
technologies and systems, including the Internet;

(h) Promote the design, development, productiah distribution of accessible information
and communications technologies and systems atady stage, so that these technologies and
systems become accessible at minimum cost.



Article 10

Right tolife

States Parties reaffirm that every human beingh@eherent right to life and shall take all neszey
measures to ensure its effective enjoyment by peradth disabilities on an equal basis with others.

Article11

Situations of risk and humanitarian emer gencies

States Parties shall take, in accordance with tbbligations under international law, including
international humanitarian law and internationainlan rights law, all necessary measures to ensure
the protection and safety of persons with disaéditn situations of risk, including situationsasfmed
conflict, humanitarian emergencies and the occog@i natural disasters.

Article 12

Equal recognition beforethe law

1. States Parties reaffirm that persons with digigsi have the right to recognition everywhere as
persons before the law.

2. States Parties shall recognize that persons disthbilities enjoy legal capacity on an equal $asi
with others in all aspects of life.

3. States Parties shall take appropriate measorpvide access by persons with disabilities ® th
support they may require in exercising their lezgglacity.

4. States Parties shall ensure that all measuatsdlate to the exercise of legal capacity provate
appropriate and effective safeguards to prevensaliu accordance with international human rights
law. Such safeguards shall ensure that measurieeto the exercise of legal capacity respect the
rights, will and preferences of the person, are foé conflict of interest and undue influence, are
proportional and tailored to the person’s circumsés, apply for the shortest time possible and are
subject to regular review by a competent, independad impartial authority or judicial body. The
safeguards shall be proportional to the degreehichwsuch measures affect the person’s rights and
interests.

5. Subject to the provisions of this article, Stafarties shall take all appropriate and effective
measures to ensure the equal right of personsdistibilities to own or inherit property, to control
their own financial affairs and to have equal ascksbank loans, mortgages and other forms of
financial credit, and shall ensure that person$ wisabilities are not arbitrarily deprived of thei

property.

Article 13

Accesstojustice

1. States Parties shall ensure effective accegstioe for persons with disabilities on an equasib
with others, including through the provision of pedural and age-appropriate accommodations, in
order to facilitate their effective role as dirertd indirect participants, including as witnessesll
legal proceedings, including at investigative atigeopreliminary stages.

2. In order to help to ensure effective accessidtige for persons with disabilities, States Parsiaall
promote appropriate training for those working e tfield of administration of justice, including
police and prison staff.

Article 14

Liberty and security of the person

1. States Parties shall ensure that persons véétilities, on an equal basis with others:
(a) Enjoy the right to liberty and security of pen;



(b) Are not deprived of their liberty unlawfullyr @rbitrarily, and that any deprivation of
liberty is in conformity with the law, and that tleaistence of a disability shall in no case justfy
deprivation of liberty.

2. States Parties shall ensure that if persons digibilities are deprived of their liberty throughy
process, they are, on an equal basis with othetiled to guarantees in accordance with intermeatio
human rights law and shall be treated in complianith the objectives and principles of this
Convention, including by provision of reasonableaamodation.

Article 15

Freedom from tortureor cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment

or punishment

1. No one shall be subjected to torture or to ¢rimdluman or degrading treatment or punishment. In
particular, no one shall be subjected without hisher free consent to medical or scientific
experimentation.

2. States Parties shall take all effective legigatadministrative, judicial or other measuregpitevent
persons with disabilities, on an equal basis withers, from being subjected to torture or cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.

Article 16

Freedom from exploitation, violence and abuse

1. States Parties shall take all appropriate lative, administrative, social, educational and othe
measures to protect persons with disabilities, lathin and outside the home, from all forms of
exploitation, violence and abuse, including theinder-based aspects.

2. States Parties shall also take all appropriagasnres to prevent all forms of exploitation, vicke

and abuse by ensuring, inter alia, appropriate $ooh gender- and age-sensitive assistance and
support for persons with disabilities and their l&ea and caregivers, including through the prawsi

of information and education on how to avoid, rating and report instances of exploitation, violence
and abuse. States Parties shall ensure that pooteetvices are age-, gender- and disability-tgasi

3. In order to prevent the occurrence of all formhexploitation, violence and abuse, States Parties
shall ensure that all facilities and programmesighesl to serve persons with disabilities are
effectively monitored by independent authorities.

4. States Parties shall take all appropriate meastio promote the physical, cognitive and
psychological recovery, rehabilitation and sochtegration of persons with disabilities who beeom
victims of any form of exploitation, violence orwse, including through the provision of protection
services. Such recovery and reintegration sha# @kce in an environment that fosters the health,
welfare, self-respect, dignity and autonomy of gegson and takes into account gender- and age-
specific needs.

5. States Parties shall put in place effectiveslation and policies, including women- and child-
focused legislation and policies, to ensure thataimces of exploitation, violence and abuse against
persons with disabilities are identified, investéghand, where appropriate, prosecuted.

Article17

Protecting the integrity of the person

Every person with disabilities has a right to resger his or her physical and mental integrity am
equal basis with others.

Article 18
Liberty of movement and nationality



1. States Parties shall recognize the rights ofquex with disabilities to liberty of movement, to
freedom to choose their residence and to a natignah an equal basis with others, including by
ensuring that persons with disabilities:

(a) Have the right to acquire and change a ndttgrand are not deprived of their nationality
arbitrarily or on the basis of disability;

(b) Are not deprived, on the basis of disabiliy,their ability to obtain, possess and utilize
documentation of their nationality or other docutation of identification, or to utilize relevant
processes such as immigration proceedings, thatbeayeeded to facilitate exercise of the right to
liberty of movement;

(c) Are free to leave any country, including thavn;

(d) Are not deprived, arbitrarily or on the basfsdisability, of the right to enter their own
country.

2. Children with disabilities shall be registereshiediately after birth and shall have the righnfro
birth to a name, the right to acquire a nationaity, as far as possible, the right to know andabped
for by their parents.

Article 19

Living independently and being included in the community

States Parties to this Convention recognize thalagght of all persons with disabilities to live the
community, with choices equal to others, and da#k effective and appropriate measures to falita
full enjoyment by persons with disabilities of thight and their full inclusion and participatiam the
community, including by ensuring that:

(a) Persons with disabilities have the opportutitghoose their place of residence and where
and with whom they live on an equal basis with mttend are not obliged to live in a particulariiyi
arrangement;

(b) Persons with disabilities have access to aeaaaf in-home, residential and other
community support services, including personalst@ste necessary to support living and inclusion in
the community, and to prevent isolation or segiegat from the community;

(c) Community services and facilities for the gahgopulation are available on an equal
basis to persons with disabilities and are respertsi their needs.

Article 20

Per sonal mobility

States Parties shall take effective measures tarensersonal mobility with the greatest possible
independence for persons with disabilities, inaigddy:

(a) Facilitating the personal mobility of persamih disabilities in the manner and at the time
of their choice, and at affordable cost;

(b) Facilitating access by persons with disabiitto quality mobility aids, devices, assistive
technologies and forms of live assistance andrmdiaries, including by making them available at
affordable cost;

(c) Providing training in mobility skills to perss with disabilities and to specialist staff
working with persons with disabilities;

(d) Encouraging entities that produce mobilitysaidevices and assistive technologies to take
into account all aspects of mobility for personghwdisabilities.

Article 21
Freedom of expression and opinion, and accessto information
States Parties shall take all appropriate meagaressure that persons with disabilities can egerci
the right to freedom of expression and opinionjuding the freedom to seek, receive and impart
information and ideas on an equal basis with othasthrough all forms of communication of their
choice, as defined in article 2 of the present @otien, including by:

(a) Providing information intended for the genepaiblic to persons with disabilities in
accessible formats and technologies appropriatiifferent kinds of disabilities in a timely manner
and without additional cost;



(b) Accepting and facilitating the use of signdaages, Braille, augmentative and alternative
communication, and all other accessible means, snadd formats of communication of their choice
by persons with disabilities in official interaatis

(c) Urging private entities that provide servidesthe general public, including through the
Internet, to provide information and services ircesmsible and usable formats for persons with
disabilities;

(d) Encouraging the mass media, including prowdsdrinformation through the Internet, to
make their services accessible to persons withbititses;

(e) Recognizing and promoting the use of sign laiggs.

Article 22

Respect for privacy

1. No person with disabilities, regardless of plaferesidence or living arrangements, shall be
subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interferencehahiis or her privacy, family, home or correspondenc
or other types of communication or to unlawful eit&on his or her honour and reputation. Persons
with disabilities have the right to the protectiafrthe law against such interference or attacks.

2. States Parties shall protect the privacy ofqreak health and rehabilitation information of pers
with disabilities on an equal basis with others.

Article 23

Respect for home and the family

1. States Parties shall take effective and apmtsprineasures to eliminate discrimination against
persons with disabilities in all matters relatingtarriage, family, parenthood and relationshisa
equal basis with others, so as to ensure that:

(a) The right of all persons with disabilities waiee of marriageable age to marry and to found
a family on the basis of free and full consenthef intending spouses is recognized;

(b) The rights of persons with disabilities to idiecfreely and responsibly on the number and
spacing of their children and to have access teapgeopriate information, reproductive and family
planning education are recognized, and the mearessary to enable them to exercise these rights are
provided,;

(c) Persons with disabilities, including childreetain their fertility on an equal basis with
others.

2. States Parties shall ensure the rights and megplities of persons with disabilities, with redao
guardianship, wardship, trusteeship, adoption dfidn or similar institutions, where these consept
exist in national legislation; in all cases thetheterests of the child shall be paramount. StRasies
shall render appropriate assistance to personsdigéibilities in the performance of their childieg
responsibilities.

3. States Parties shall ensure that children wihbdities have equal rights with respect to farife.
With a view to realizing these rights, and to preveoncealment, abandonment, neglect and
segregation of children with disabilities, Statearties shall undertake to provide early and
comprehensive information, services and suppashildren with disabilities and their families.

4. States Parties shall ensure that a child sletlba separated from his or her parents against the
will, except when competent authorities subjectjudicial review determine, in accordance with
applicable law and procedures, that such separeiopcessary for the best interests of the child.
no case shall a child be separated from parentseohasis of a disability of either the child orearr
both of the parents.

5. States Parties shall, where the immediate faiilynable to care for a child with disabilities,
undertake every effort to provide alternative carthin the wider family, and failing that, withirné
community in a family setting.



Article 24
Education
1. States Parties recognize the right of persotts disabilities to education. With a view to readiz
this right without discrimination and on the basfsequal opportunity, States Parties shall ensaore a
inclusive education system at all levels and lifieg learning directed to:
(@) The full development of human potential andsseof dignity and self-worth, and the
strengthening of respect for human rights, funddalerfreedoms and human diversity;
(b) The development by persons with disabilitietheir personality, talents and creativity, as
well as their mental and physical abilities, toithigllest potential;
(c) Enabling persons with disabilities to partatip effectively in a free society.

2. In realizing this right, States Parties shaige that:

(a) Persons with disabilities are not excludednftbe general education system on the basis of
disability, and that children with disabilities an®t excluded from free and compulsory primary
education, or from secondary education, on theslzsiisability;

(b) Persons with disabilities can access an inguguality and free primary education and
secondary education on an equal basis with otherdshé communities in which they live;

(c) Reasonable accommodation of the individuatpirements is provided,;

(d) Persons with disabilities receive the suppequired, within the general education system,
to facilitate their effective education;

(e) Effective individualized support measures pravided in environments that maximize
academic and social development, consistent wilydal of full inclusion.

3. States Parties shall enable persons with disebito learn life and social development skilhs t
facilitate their full and equal participation inwehtion and as members of the community. To this en
States Parties shall take appropriate measurésding:

(a) Facilitating the learning of Braille, alterivat script, augmentative and alternative modes,
means and formats of communication and orientatiwh mobility skills, and facilitating peer support
and mentoring;

(b) Facilitating the learning of sign language #mel promotion of the linguistic identity of the
deaf community;

(c) Ensuring that the education of persons, angaiticular children, who are blind, deaf or
deafblind, is delivered in the most appropriategleages and modes and means of communication for
the individual, and in environments which maximémdemic and social development.

4. In order to help ensure the realization of tight, States Parties shall take appropriate measor
employ teachers, including teachers with disab#itiwho are qualified in sign language and/or
Braille, and to train professionals and staff whorkvat all levels of education. Such training shall
incorporate disability awareness and the use afogpjate augmentative and alternative modes, means
and formats of communication, educational techrsqae&d materials to support persons with
disabilities.

5. States Parties shall ensure that persons vgttbilities are able to access general tertiary arg
vocational training, adult education and lifeloegining without discrimination and on an equal $asi
with others. To this end, States Parties shall renthat reasonable accommodation is provided to
persons with disabilities.

Article 25

Health

States Parties recognize that persons with disabilhave the right to the enjoyment of the highest
attainable standard of health without discriminatim the basis of disability. States Parties dha#t

all appropriate measures to ensure access for nEemsdh disabilities to health services that are
gender-sensitive, including health-related rehin. In particular, States Parties shall:
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(a) Provide persons with disabilities with the samnge, quality and standard of free or
affordable health care and programmes as providedhter persons, including in the area of sexual
and reproductive health and population-based phieladth programmes;

(b) Provide those health services needed by pemaith disabilities specifically because of
their disabilities, including early identificaticand intervention as appropriate, and services dedig
to minimize and prevent further disabilities, irgdilig among children and older persons;

(c) Provide these health services as close ashim$s people’s own communities, including
in rural areas;

(d) Require health professionals to provide céth® same quality to persons with disabilities
as to others, including on the basis of free afmfined consent by, inter alia, raising awareneshef
human rights, dignity, autonomy and needs of perseith disabilities through training and the
promulgation of ethical standards for public andgie health care;

(e) Prohibit discrimination against persons witlsaflilities in the provision of health
insurance, and life insurance where such insurasmgeermitted by national law, which shall be
provided in a fair and reasonable manner;

(f) Prevent discriminatory denial of health carehealth services or food and fluids on the
basis of disability.

Article 26
Habilitation and rehabilitation
1. States Parties shall take effective and apmt#ptineasures, including through peer support, to
enable persons with disabilities to attain and ma&nmaximum independence, full physical, mental,
social and vocational ability, and full inclusiondaparticipation in all aspects of life. To thatden
States Parties shall organize, strengthen and agaxtemprehensive habilitation and rehabilitation
services and programmes, particularly in the amfabealth, employment, education and social
services, in such a way that these services argigrones:

(a) Begin at the earliest possible stage, andased on the multidisciplinary assessment of
individual needs and strengths;

(b) Support participation and inclusion in the cowumity and all aspects of society, are
voluntary, and are available to persons with digas as close as possible to their own commusiitie
including in rural areas.

2. States Parties shall promote the developmeinit@afl and continuing training for professionalsda
staff working in habilitation and rehabilitationrsiees.

3. States Parties shall promote the availabilitpovidledge and use of assistive devices and
technologies, designed for persons with disaksljtées they relate to habilitation and rehabilitatio

Article 27

Work and employment

1. States Parties recognize the right of persotis digabilities to work, on an equal basis withesth
this includes the right to the opportunity to gaifiving by work freely chosen or accepted in aolab
market and work environment that is open, inclusind accessible to persons with disabilities. State
Parties shall safeguard and promote the realizaifothe right to work, including for those who
acquire a disability during the course of employmény taking appropriate steps, including through
legislation, to, inter alia:

(a) Prohibit discrimination on the basis of disigpiwith regard to all matters concerning all
forms of employment, including conditions of re¢tment, hiring and employment, continuance of
employment, career advancement and safe and headittyng conditions;

(b) Protect the rights of persons with disab#ifien an equal basis with others, to just and
favourable conditions of work, including equal oppaities and equal remuneration for work of equal
value, safe and healthy working conditions, inahgdprotection from harassment, and the redress of
grievances;

(c) Ensure that persons with disabilities are &blexercise their labour and trade union rights
on an equal basis with others;
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(d) Enable persons with disabilities to have dffecaccess to general technical and vocational
guidance programmes, placement services and vaeatiod continuing training;

(e) Promote employment opportunities and careearatbment for persons with disabilities in
the labour market, as well as assistance in findiotaining, maintaining and returning to
employment;

(f) Promote opportunities for self-employment, repteneurship, the development of
cooperatives and starting one’s own business;

(g) Employ persons with disabilities in the pulsgctor;

(h) Promote the employment of persons with dig&dsl in the private sector through
appropriate policies and measures, which may imchffirmative action programmes, incentives and
other measures;

(i) Ensure that reasonable accommodation is pealvitb persons with disabilities in the
workplace;

(j) Promote the acquisition by persons with dibtds of work experience in the open labour
market;

(k) Promote vocational and professional rehaliidita job retention and return-to-work
programmes for persons with disabilities.

2. States Parties shall ensure that persons watibiities are not held in slavery or in servitudaed
are protected, on an equal basis with others, favoed or compulsory labour.

Article 28

Adequate standard of living and social protection

1. States Parties recognize the right of persofis disabilities to an adequate standard of liviag f
themselves and their families, including adequataf clothing and housing, and to the continuous
improvement of living conditions, and shall takepegpriate steps to safeguard and promote the
realization of this right without discrimination dine basis of disability.

2. States Parties recognize the right of persorib disabilities to social protection and to the
enjoyment of that right without discrimination ometbasis of disability, and shall take appropriate
steps to safeguard and promote the realizationi®fight, including measures:

(a) To ensure equal access by persons with disabilo clean water services, and to ensure
access to appropriate and affordable servicesce®wnd other assistance for disability-relatedisiee

(b) To ensure access by persons with disabilitiesparticular women and girls with
disabilities and older persons with disabilities sbcial protection programmes and poverty redactio
programmes;

(c) To ensure access by persons with disabilaied their families living in situations of
poverty to assistance from the State with disghilated expenses, including adequate training,
counselling, financial assistance and respite care;

(d) To ensure access by persons with disabilitiggiblic housing programmes;

(e) To ensure equal access by persons with disebilo retirement benefits and programmes.

Article 29

Participation in political and public life

States Parties shall guarantee to persons witlhitiies political rights and the opportunity tojen
them on an equal basis with others, and shall taikto:

(a) Ensure that persons with disabilities canagiffely and fully participate in political and
public life on an equal basis with others, direaitythrough freely chosen representatives, inclyidin
the right and opportunity for persons with disdigi$ to vote and be elected, inter alia, by:

() Ensuring that voting procedures, facilitieglamaterials are appropriate, accessible
and easy to understand and use;

(i) Protecting the right of persons with disdi®l to vote by secret ballot in elections
and public referendums without intimidation, andstand for elections, to effectively hold officedan
perform all public functions at all levels of gowmerent, facilitating the use of assistive and new
technologies where appropriate;

12



(iif) Guaranteeing the free expression of thd afipersons with disabilities as electors
and to this end, where necessary, at their reqastying assistance in voting by a person of their
own choice;

(b) Promote actively an environment in which passwvith disabilities can effectively and
fully participate in the conduct of public affairgjthout discrimination and on an equal basis with
others, and encourage their participation in pudtiairs, including:

() Participation in non-governmental organizaicand associations concerned with
the public and political life of the country, andthe activities and administration of politicalrfies;

(i) Forming and joining organizations of persamigh disabilities to represent persons
with disabilities at international, national, regab and local levels.

Article 30
Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport
1. States Parties recognize the right of persofis disabilities to take part on an equal basis with
others in cultural life, and shall take all appiiafg measures to ensure that persons with disasilit

(a) Enjoy access to cultural materials in accés$drmats;

(b) Enjoy access to television programmes, filthgatre and other cultural activities, in
accessible formats;

(c) Enjoy access to places for cultural perfornegnar services, such as theatres, museums,
cinemas, libraries and tourism services, and, mas@ossible, enjoy access to monuments andafites
national cultural importance.

2. States Parties shall take appropriate measuoremable persons with disabilities to have the
opportunity to develop and utilize their creatiegtistic and intellectual potential, not only fdretr
own benefit, but also for the enrichment of society

3. States Parties shall take all appropriate siaepaccordance with international law, to ensur th
laws protecting intellectual property rights do ponstitute an unreasonable or discriminatory barri
to access by persons with disabilities to culturaterials.

4. Persons with disabilities shall be entitled,amnequal basis with others, to recognition and stpp
of their specific cultural and linguistic identityzcluding sign languages and deaf culture.

5. With a view to enabling persons with disabifiti® participate on an equal basis with others in
recreational, leisure and sporting activities, &darties shall take appropriate measures:

(a) To encourage and promote the participatiothéofullest extent possible, of persons with
disabilities in mainstream sporting activities hlevels;

(b) To ensure that persons with disabilities hameopportunity to organize, develop and
participate in disability-specific sporting and meational activities and, to this end, encourage th
provision, on an equal basis with others, of appab@ instruction, training and resources;

(c) To ensure that persons with disabilities haweess to sporting, recreational and tourism
venues;

(d) To ensure that children with disabilities haggqual access with other children to
participation in play, recreation and leisure apdring activities, including those activities ihet
school system;

(e) To ensure that persons with disabilities haseess to services from those involved in the
organization of recreational, tourism, leisure apdrting activities.

Article31
Statistics and data collection
1. States Parties undertake to collect appropin&emation, including statistical and researchag &
enable them to formulate and implement policiegite effect to the present Convention. The process
of collecting and maintaining this information dhal

(a) Comply with legally established safeguardsjuding legislation on data protection, to
ensure confidentiality and respect for the privatpersons with disabilities;
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(b) Comply with internationally accepted normspimtect human rights and fundamental
freedoms and ethical principles in the collectiod ase of statistics.

2. The information collected in accordance witls thiticle shall be disaggregated, as appropriate, a
used to help assess the implementation of Stattied@bligations under the present Convention and
to identify and address the barriers faced by persdth disabilities in exercising their rights.

3. States Parties shall assume responsibilityHerdissemination of these statistics and ensuie the
accessibility to persons with disabilities and athe

Article 32
I nter national cooperation
1. States Parties recognize the importance ofriatE@mal cooperation and its promotion, in suppért
national efforts for the realization of the purp@s®l objectives of the present Convention, and will
undertake appropriate and effective measures ® rénjard, between and among States and, as
appropriate, in partnership with relevant intermail and regional organizations and civil sociaty,
particular organizations of persons with disalgititiSuch measures could include, inter alia:

(a) Ensuring that international cooperation, idatg international development programmes,
is inclusive of and accessible to persons withhiigis;

(b) Facilitating and supporting capacity-buildimggluding through the exchange and sharing
of information, experiences, training programmed b@st practices;

(c) Facilitating cooperation in research and astescientific and technical knowledge;

(d) Providing, as appropriate, technical and eownoassistance, including by facilitating
access to and sharing of accessible and assistliadlogies, and through the transfer of technekgi

2. The provisions of this article are without pdifie to the obligations of each State Party tdlfitf
obligations under the present Convention.

Article 33

National implementation and monitoring

1. States Parties, in accordance with their sysiEorganization, shall designate one or more focal
points within government for matters relating te fimplementation of the present Convention, and
shall give due consideration to the establishmermtesignation of a coordination mechanism within
government to facilitate related action in différeactors and at different levels.

2. States Parties shall, in accordance with tlegialland administrative systems, maintain, stresmgth
designate or establish within the State Party, aanéwork, including one or more independent
mechanisms, as appropriate, to promote, protect moditor implementation of the present
Convention. When designating or establishing sueteehanism, States Parties shall take into account
the principles relating to the status and functigniof national institutions for protection and
promotion of human rights.

3. Civil society, in particular persons with didélds and their representative organizations, Idbal
involved and participate fully in the monitoringogess.

Article 34

Committee on the Rights of Personswith Disabilities

1. There shall be established a Committee on thbtRbf Persons with Disabilities (hereafter refdrr
to as “the Committee”), which shall carry out thadtions hereinafter provided.

2. The Committee shall consist, at the time ofyemtto force of the present Convention, of twelve

experts. After an additional sixty ratifications acessions to the Convention, the membershipeof th
Committee shall increase by six members, attaiaingaximum number of eighteen members.
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3. The members of the Committee shall serve irr gpeisonal capacity and shall be of high moral
standing and recognized competence and experiante ifield covered by the present Convention.
When nominating their candidates, States Partee@aited to give due consideration to the provisio
set out in article 4.3 of the present Convention.

4. The members of the Committee shall be electe&tayes Parties, consideration being given to
equitable geographical distribution, representatbrthe different forms of civilization and of the
principal legal systems, balanced gender represemtnd participation of experts with disabilities

5. The members of the Committee shall be electezkbyet ballot from a list of persons nominated by

the States Parties from among their nationals atings of the Conference of States Parties. Atethos

meetings, for which two thirds of States Partieallstonstitute a quorum, the persons elected to the
Committee shall be those who obtain the largesthaurof votes and an absolute majority of the votes
of the representatives of States Parties preseniating.

6. The initial election shall be held no later thsx months after the date of entry into force lu# t
present Convention. At least four months beforedidite of each election, the Secretary-Generaleof th
United Nations shall address a letter to the StBeEsies inviting them to submit the nominations
within two months. The Secretary-General shall egbently prepare a list in alphabetical order bf al
persons thus nominated, indicating the State Rastiech have nominated them, and shall submit it to
the States Parties to the present Convention.

7. The members of the Committee shall be elected term of four years. They shall be eligible for
re-election once. However, the term of six of themmbers elected at the first election shall expire a
the end of two years; immediately after the fidgicgon, the names of these six members shall be
chosen by lot by the chairperson of the meetingrretl to in paragraph 5 of this article.

8. The election of the six additional members a&f ommittee shall be held on the occasion of
regular elections, in accordance with the releyaovisions of this article.

9. If a member of the Committee dies or resigndamiares that for any other cause she or he can no
longer perform her or his duties, the State Paittickvnominated the member shall appoint another
expert possessing the qualifications and meetiagdfuirements set out in the relevant provisidns o
this article, to serve for the remainder of thenter

10. The Committee shall establish its own rulegrotedure.

11. The Secretary-General of the United Nationdl phavide the necessary staff and facilities toe t
effective performance of the functions of the Cotieai under the present Convention, and shall
convene its initial meeting.

12. With the approval of the General Assembly,rttesnbers of the Committee established under the
present Convention shall receive emoluments fronitednNations resources on such terms and
conditions as the Assembly may decide, having cegar the importance of the Committee’s
responsibilities.

13. The members of the Committee shall be entitethe facilities, privileges and immunities of
experts on mission for the United Nations as ladml in the relevant sections of the Convention on
the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations

Article 35

Reportsby States Parties

1. Each State Party shall submit to the Committemgugh the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, a comprehensive report on measures takgive effect to its obligations under the present
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Convention and on the progress made in that regatiin two years after the entry into force of the
present Convention for the State Party concerned.

2. Thereafter, States Parties shall submit subsg¢gqeports at least every four years and further
whenever the Committee so requests.

3. The Committee shall decide any guidelines apbli&to the content of the reports.

4. A State Party which has submitted a compreherisitial report to the Committee need not, in its
subsequent reports, repeat information previouslyiged. When preparing reports to the Committee,
States Parties are invited to consider doing saniropen and transparent process and to give due
consideration to the provision set out in articl® df the present Convention.

5. Reports may indicate factors and difficultiefeeting the degree of fulfilment of obligations wnd
the present Convention.

Article 36

Consideration of reports

1. Each report shall be considered by the Committééch shall make such suggestions and general
recommendations on the report as it may considprogpiate and shall forward these to the State
Party concerned. The State Party may respond withirdiormation it chooses to the Committee. The

Committee may request further information from &aParties relevant to the implementation of the
present Convention.

2. If a State Party is significantly overdue in gubmission of a report, the Committee may notiy t
State Party concerned of the need to examine tp&inentation of the present Convention in that
State Party, on the basis of reliable informatigailable to the Committee, if the relevant repsmot
submitted within three months following the not#iion. The Committee shall invite the State Party
concerned to participate in such examination. Shdbk State Party respond by submitting the
relevant report, the provisions of paragraph hif article will apply.

3. The Secretary-General of the United Nationsl shake available the reports to all States Parties.

4. States Parties shall make their reports widebilable to the public in their own countries and
facilitate access to the suggestions and genarahm@endations relating to these reports.

5. The Committee shall transmit, as it may consabgropriate, to the specialized agencies, funds an
programmes of the United Nations, and other conmpdtedies, reports from States Parties in order to
address a request or indication of a need for teahadvice or assistance contained therein, along
with the Committee’s observations and recommendatiid any, on these requests or indications.

Article 37

Cooper ation between States Parties and the Committee

1. Each State Party shall cooperate with the Coteendnd assist its members in the fulfilment oirthe
mandate.

2. In its relationship with States Parties, the @utree shall give due consideration to ways and
means of enhancing national capacities for the emphtation of the present Convention, including
through international cooperation.

Article 38

Relationship of the Committee with other bodies

In order to foster the effective implementation thfe present Convention and to encourage
international cooperation in the field covered by present Convention:
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(&) The specialized agencies and other United oNatiorgans shall be entitled to be
represented at the consideration of the implemientaf such provisions of the present Convention as
fall within the scope of their mandate. The Comeatmay invite the specialized agencies and other
competent bodies as it may consider appropriapedeide expert advice on the implementation of the
Convention in areas falling within the scope ofitmespective mandates. The Committee may invite
specialized agencies and other United Nations er¢garsubmit reports on the implementation of the
Convention in areas falling within the scope of ithe activities;

(b) The Committee, as it discharges its mand#ta] sonsult, as appropriate, other relevant
bodies instituted by international human rightaties, with a view to ensuring the consistencyhefrt
respective reporting guidelines, suggestions amergé recommendations, and avoiding duplication
and overlap in the performance of their functions.

Article 39

Report of the Committee

The Committee shall report every two years to tkeadbal Assembly and to the Economic and Social
Council on its activities, and may make suggestiand general recommendations based on the
examination of reports and information receivedrfritne States Parties. Such suggestions and general
recommendations shall be included in the repoithef Committee together with comments, if any,
from States Parties.

Article 40

Conference of States Parties

1. The States Parties shall meet regularly in af€@ence of States Parties in order to consider any
matter with regard to the implementation of thespree Convention.

2. No later than six months after the entry intaéoof the present Convention, the Conference®f th
States Parties shall be convened by the Secretamgs@l of the United Nations. The subsequent
meetings shall be convened by the Secretary-Gepérdle United Nations biennially or upon the

decision of the Conference of States Parties.

Article4l
Depositary
The Secretary-General of the United Nations stethle depositary of the present Convention.

Article 42

Signature

The present Convention shall be open for signahyeall States and by regional integration
organizations at United Nations Headquarters in Nevk as of 30 March 2007.

Article43

Consent to be bound

The present Convention shall be subject to ratificaby signatory States and to formal confirmation
by signatory regional integration organizationshall be open for accession by any State or region
integration organization which has not signed thev@ntion.

Article 44

Regional integration organizations

1. “Regional integration organization” shall meanaaganization constituted by sovereign States of a
given region, to which its member States have fesresdi competence in respect of matters governed
by this Convention. Such organizations shall deglar their instruments of formal confirmation or
accession, the extent of their competence withemspp matters governed by this Convention.
Subsequently, they shall inform the depositary rof aubstantial modification in the extent of their
competence.
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2. References to “States Parties” in the presenv@uion shall apply to such organizations withia t
limits of their competence.

3. For the purposes of article 45, paragraph 1, atidle 47, paragraphs 2 and 3, any instrument
deposited by a regional integration organizaticallsiot be counted.

4. Regional integration organizations, in matteithiw their competence, may exercise their right to
vote in the Conference of States Parties, withrabmr of votes equal to the number of their member
States that are Parties to this Convention. Sucbrganization shall not exercise its right to vifte
any of its member States exercises its right, arel wersa.

Article45

Entry into force

1. The present Convention shall enter into forcaéhenthirtieth day after the deposit of the twethtie
instrument of ratification or accession.

2. For each State or regional integration orgaimmattifying, formally confirming or acceding the
Convention after the deposit of the twentieth smstrument, the Convention shall enter into foroe o
the thirtieth day after the deposit of its own sudtrument.

Article 46

Reservations

1. Reservations incompatible with the object andopse of the present Convention shall not be
permitted.

2. Reservations may be withdrawn at any time.

Article 47

Amendments

1. Any State Party may propose an amendment topthsent Convention and submit it to the

Secretary-General of the United Nations. The Segrébeneral shall communicate any proposed
amendments to States Parties, with a request motifeed whether they favour a conference of States
Parties for the purpose of considering and decidipgn the proposals. In the event that, within four
months from the date of such communication, attleas third of the States Parties favour such a
conference, the Secretary-General shall convenecdhéerence under the auspices of the United
Nations. Any amendment adopted by a majority of thicds of the States Parties present and voting
shall be submitted by the Secretary-General t@teeral Assembly for approval and thereafter to all
States Parties for acceptance.

2. An amendment adopted and approved in accordaititgoaragraph 1 of this article shall enter into
force on the thirtieth day after the number ofrimstents of acceptance deposited reaches two thiirds
the number of States Parties at the date of adoptfidhe amendment. Thereafter, the amendment
shall enter into force for any State Party on thigtieth day following the deposit of its own
instrument of acceptance. An amendment shall bdifgnonly on those States Parties which have
accepted it.

3. If so decided by the Conference of States Raftie consensus, an amendment adopted and
approved in accordance with paragraph 1 of thislanvhich relates exclusively to articles 34, 38,

and 40 shall enter into force for all States Partie the thirtieth day after the number of instratee

of acceptance deposited reaches two thirds of tinebar of States Parties at the date of adoption of
the amendment.

Article48
Denunciation
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A State Party may denounce the present Convengiovriten notification to the Secretary-General of
the United Nations. The denunciation shall becoffecve one year after the date of receipt of the
notification by the Secretary-General.

Article 49
Accessible format
The text of the present Convention shall be maddahle in accessible formats.

Article 50

Authentic texts

The Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian grahiSh texts of the present Convention shall be
equally authentic.

In witness thereof the undersigned plenipotentgatieing duly authorized thereto by their respectiv
Governments, have signed the present Convention.
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Optional Protocal to the Convention on the Rights of Personswith Disabilities

The States Parties to the present Protocol haveedjas follows:

Article1

1. A State Party to the present Protocol (“StatdyParecognizes the competence of the Committee
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (“then@oittee”) to receive and consider communications
from or on behalf of individuals or groups of inivals subject to its jurisdiction who claim to be
victims of a violation by that State Party of theyisions of the Convention.

2. No communication shall be received by the Conemitif it concerns a State Party to the
Convention that is not a party to the present Raito

Article2
The Committee shall consider a communication inadiiie when:
(a) The communication is anonymous;
(b) The communication constitutes an abuse of thlght of submission of such
communications or is incompatible with the prowis®f the Convention;
(c) The same matter has already been examinetdebCommittee or has been or is being
examined under another procedure of internationahvestigation or settlement;
(d) All available domestic remedies have not bexdmausted. This shall not be the rule where
the application of the remedies is unreasonablyopged or unlikely to bring effective relief;
(e) It is manifestly ill-founded or not sufficiept substantiated; or when
(f) The facts that are the subject of the commativn occurred prior to the entry into force of
the present Protocol for the State Party conceunézks those facts continued after that date.

Article3

Subject to the provisions of article 2 of the prgs@rotocol, the Committee shall bring any
communications submitted to it confidentially te tattention of the State Party. Within six months,
the receiving State shall submit to the Committe#ten explanations or statements clarifying the
matter and the remedy, if any, that may have baleantby that State.

Article4

1. At any time after the receipt of a communicatma before a determination on the merits has been
reached, the Committee may transmit to the Statéey Rancerned for its urgent consideration a
request that the State Party take such interim mnessas may be necessary to avoid possible
irreparable damage to the victim or victims of #éitleged violation.

2. Where the Committee exercises its discretioreupdragraph 1 of this article, this does not ingly
determination on admissibility or on the meritgled communication.

Article5

The Committee shall hold closed meetings when emiagni communications under the present
Protocol. After examining a communication, the Cadttee shall forward its suggestions and
recommendations, if any, to the State Party comtkeamd to the petitioner.

Article 6

1. If the Committee receives reliable informatiodicating grave or systematic violations by a State
Party of rights set forth in the Convention, then@aittee shall invite that State Party to coopenate
the examination of the information and to this enfimit observations with regard to the information
concerned.
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2. Taking into account any observations that masehseen submitted by the State Party concerned as
well as any other reliable information availabldatfdhe Committee may designate one or more of its
members to conduct an inquiry and to report urgdntthe Committee. Where warranted and with the
consent of the State Party, the inquiry may inclaigsit to its territory.

3. After examining the findings of such an inquitlye Committee shall transmit these findings to the
State Party concerned together with any commentsezommendations.

4. The State Party concerned shall, within six mendf receiving the findings, comments and
recommendations transmitted by the Committee, stitsrobservations to the Committee.

5. Such an inquiry shall be conducted confidertiathd the cooperation of the State Party shall be
sought at all stages of the proceedings.

Article7

1. The Committee may invite the State Party corexbto include in its report under article 35 of the
Convention details of any measures taken in regptmsn inquiry conducted under article 6 of the
present Protocol.

2. The Committee may, if necessary, after the dnldeoperiod of six months referred to in articld,6
invite the State Party concerned to inform it & theasures taken in response to such an inquiry.

Article 8

Each State Party may, at the time of signatureatification of the present Protocol or accession
thereto, declare that it does not recognize thepetemce of the Committee provided for in articles 6
and 7.

Article9
The Secretary-General of the United Nations steathle depositary of the present Protocol.

Article 10
The present Protocol shall be open for signaturesigyatory States and regional integration
organizations of the Convention at United Natiomaétjuarters in New York as of 30 March 2007.

Article11

The present Protocol shall be subject to ratiftratdy signatory States of this Protocol which have
ratified or acceded to the Convention. It shalkhbject to formal confirmation by signatory regibna
integration organizations of this Protocol whichvéaformally confirmed or acceded to the
Convention. It shall be open for accession by amayeSor regional integration organization which has
ratified, formally confirmed or acceded to the Cention and which has not signed the Protocol.

Article 12

1. “Regional integration organization” shall meanaaganization constituted by sovereign States of a
given region, to which its member States have fearesdi competence in respect of matters governed
by the Convention and this Protocol. Such orgaitmatshall declare, in their instruments of formal
confirmation or accession, the extent of their cetapce with respect to matters governed by the
Convention and this Protocol. Subsequently, thegll shform the depositary of any substantial
modification in the extent of their competence.

2. References to “States Parties” in the presentbBwl shall apply to such organizations within the
limits of their competence.

3. For the purposes of article 13, paragraph 1aaticle 15, paragraph 2, any instrument depodited
a regional integration organization shall not berded.
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4. Regional integration organizations, in matteithiw their competence, may exercise their right to
vote in the meeting of States Parties, with a nunabevotes equal to the number of their member
States that are Parties to this Protocol. Suchrgamization shall not exercise its right to votarify of

its member States exercises its right, and vicsaver

Article 13
1. Subject to the entry into force of the Convemtithe present Protocol shall enter into forcelen t
thirtieth day after the deposit of the tenth instent of ratification or accession.

2. For each State or regional integration orgaitimatatifying, formally confirming or acceding the
Protocol after the deposit of the tenth such imsemt, the Protocol shall enter into force on the
thirtieth day after the deposit of its own suchrimsient.

Article 14
1. Reservations incompatible with the object andppse of the present Protocol shall not be
permitted.

2. Reservations may be withdrawn at any time.

Article 15

1. Any State Party may propose an amendment tprésent Protocol and submit it to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations. The Secretary-Gédradrall communicate any proposed amendments
to States Parties, with a request to be notifiedtindr they favour a meeting of States Partiesher t
purpose of considering and deciding upon the pralpok the event that, within four months from the
date of such communication, at least one thirdhef States Parties favour such a meeting, the
Secretary-General shall convene the meeting unker auspices of the United Nations. Any
amendment adopted by a majority of two thirds af Btates Parties present and voting shall be
submitted by the Secretary-General to the Genesakwbly for approval and thereafter to all States
Parties for acceptance.

2. An amendment adopted and approved in accordaiticgaragraph 1 of this article shall enter into
force on the thirtieth day after the number ofrimstents of acceptance deposited reaches two thiirds
the number of States Parties at the date of adoptfiche amendment. Thereafter, the amendment
shall enter into force for any State Party on thigtieth day following the deposit of its own
instrument of acceptance. An amendment shall bdirfgnonly on those States Parties which have
accepted it.

Article 16

A State Party may denounce the present Protocelriiten notification to the Secretary-General of
the United Nations. The denunciation shall becoffective one year after the date of receipt of the
notification by the Secretary-General.

Article17
The text of the present Protocol shall be maddablaiin accessible formats.

Article 18

The Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian apahiSh texts of the present Protocol shall be
equally authentic.

In witness thereof the undersigned plenipotentatieing duly authorized thereto by their respectiv
Governments, have signed the present Protocol.
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