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Prosperit
y



Theoretical 
Background
 Bronfenbrenner´s Ecological 

System´s Theory



The Prosperity Act

• A new approach to services for children and families with children.

• Adopted in 2022.

• An umbrella framework guiding all work on National and Local Level 

for/with Children.

o Education, sports, youth work, child protection



Children´s Prosperity Dashboard
Steering committee 

− Seven Ministries 

− Ombudsman for Children

− Icelandic association of local authorities 

− Statistics Iceland

− University of Iceland

− University of Iceland

Objective: Overview of the Prosperity of children in Iceland

− Comparison of regions, municipalities

− Development over time

− Evidence based policy, evaluation and prioritization



https://www.youthprogressindex.org/




How do we define child 
well-being/prosperity

  

How do we define Child Well-being/Prosperity?



Towards a Theory of Child Well-being
A child is doing well to the extent that she:

1. Develops those stage-appropriate capacities that would, for all we know, equip her for 
successful future, given her environment.

2. And engages with the world in child-appropriate ways, for instance, with curiosity and 
exploration, spontaneity, and emotional security                                   

                                                               

Raghavan and Alexandrova, 2014



Prosperity Act No. 86/2021
Definition of a child’s prosperity 

“Circumstances that create the conditions for a child’s physical, mental, intellectual, moral, 
and social development and health on its own terms for the future”.



How do we measure it?
 Child well-being/prosperity measure the quality of children’s lives. 

 However…there is no unique, universally accepted way of actually measuring child 

well-being that emerges from the academic literature.



Two Broad Approaches According to 
OECD

1. To consider well-being as a multi-dimensional concept. Researchers decide on the 

important life dimensions and populate these dimensions with indicators.

Child well-being encompasses quality of life in a broad sense. It refers to a child’s economic 

conditions, peer relations, political rights, and opportunities for development. Most studies focus 

on certain aspects of children’s well-being, often emphasising social and cultural variations. 

Thus, any attempts to grasp well-being in its entirety must use indicators on a variety of aspects 

of well-being.”

Ben-Arieh and Frones, 2007

2.    Directly ask children about how they view their well-being.

OECD, 2009



There are trends…

• Well-being and Well-becoming

• Positive versus negative measures of child 

well-being

• Child participation in measuring well-being

• Different age and groups of children



Criteria for Selection of Dimensions and 
Measurements
• Kids Count Index (O´Hare 2012)

• CWI (Cummins, 1996)

• EU25 (Bradshaw et al, 2007)

• OECD (2009)



Criteria for Selection of Dimensions
1. Accessible and easily understood

2. Clear reference to public policy and projects the government is responsible for 

3. Clear reference to essential elements of the definition of child 
well-being/prosperity.

4. Strong connection to child rights

  



Dashboard Structure
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Criteria for Selection of Measurements

1. Children are the primary point of measurement.

2. Balance in the distribution of measurements based on age/groups of children.

3. The measurements look at factors that promote well-being and well-becoming.

4. The measurements are collected systematically and regularly, showing trends over 
time.

5. Balance in measuring inputs and outputs of government services/responsibilities.

6. Equal distribution between positive/negative measurements.

7. The measurements are helpful to public bodies, the academic community, 
non-governmental organizations, and the general public in following up on the 
government’s policy implementation and commitments/goals.  



Dashboard on children‘s prosperity Dashboard Launched 29 April 2024.

www.farsaeldbarna.is/en/home  

• The Icelandic Youth Study is the main data source of the 

dashboard (80%)

• Collects data on the well-being and views of children 

• Based and connected to the HBSC survey. 

• Self-administered questionnaire administered by the University of 

Iceland

• Administered every year, among 11-16-year-olds and every other 

year among 17-20-year-olds. National participation 70-80%

http://www.farsaeldbarna.is/en/home


Other Data Sources
• The National Agency for Children and Families

• The Directorate of Health

• The Directorate of Immigration

• The National Health Insurance Agency

• ...and more



Children’s Prosperity 
The 5 dimensions of children’s prosperity 

Participation and social connection

Education

Health and well-being

Security and protection

Quality of life



Children’s Prosperity 
The 5 dimensions of children’s prosperity 

Participation and social connection

Education

Health and well-being

Security and protection

Quality of life

Overview of all measurements



Security and protection

Risk behavior

Violence and neglect

The Youth Survey Other measurements



Security and Protection

3) Risk behavior questions

1) Violence and neglect questions

2) Safety questions

Older students Younger students



Security and ProtectionDemographic variables

Age

Origin/backround

Financial situation

Gender

Municipality

Have experienced sexual violence
Have told someone about the violence
Have experienced/witnessed domestic  violence

Have been bullied in the last two months

Safety index 

Have experienced digital abuse in the last two months



Have experienced sexual violence
Have told someone about the violence
Have experienced/witnessed domestic  violence

Have been bullied in the last two months
Have experienced digital abuse in the last two months



Risk behavior index

Violence and neglect index

Safety index

Age Origin/backround Financial situation

Gender Region Municipality



Security and Protection – Other data sources

Number of notifications to Child Protective Services

Risk behavior              Violence                   Neglect 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYzFhM2Q1ZTQtOWU0Zi00MjdhLWE4MjQtYzBhOGNhOTQ5YzhmIiwidCI6ImRlZmYyNGJiLTIwODktNDQwMC04YzhlLWY3MWU2ODAzNzhiMiIsImMiOjh9


Next steps
• Implementation - Protocol for evidence 

based policy development and 
implementation

• Further development and design

• Cooperation with researchers

  


